INTRODUCTION
Assam is rich in floral as well as faunal diversity and comes under the northeastern Indian biogeographic zone. The extraordinary physiography makes the region suitable to colonize diverse organisms including lichenized fungi. Despite being rich in biodiversity, the exploratory work on lichens of Assam is scanty. Floristic study on lichens in Assam was pioneered by Stirton (1881) , a Scottish lichenologist who described 39 lichen species only from tea plants. To augment the floristic study in Assam, a few researchers made their contributions to the lichen biota of the state (Awasthi & Singh 1973; Pant & Upreti 1993; Rout et al. 2005 Rout et al. , 2010 Gupta & Sinha 2011 Sinha et al. 2013; Daimari et al. 2014) . Recently, Gupta & Sinha (2018) reported 300 species of lichen belonging to 83 genera and 26 families from Assam. The present study is an attempt to explore lichens from different localities of Nagaon District of Assam. The study resulted in 25 new records under 19 genera and 11 families to the state.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The lichen specimens were collected from 05 February 2017 to 21 March 2018. Collected lichen specimens were dried and preserved in herbarium packets and deposited in the herbarium of CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow (LWG). The morphological characterization of lichen thallus was done under a Leica EZ4 stereo zoom microscope. Thin hand-cut sections of ascoma and thallus were mounted in distilled water, lactophenol cotton blue (LCB), 5% KOH, and Lugol's iodine solution and observed under a Leica DM2500 compound microscope. Chemical spot tests on the thallus and ascomatal tissue were done following Orange et al. (2001) by using the usual reagents K (5% aqueous solution of potassium hydroxide), C (aqueous solution of calcium hypochlorite), and P (0.5g of paraphenylenediamine dissolved in 5ml of ethanol). Thin layer chromatography was performed in solvent system C (toluene:acetic acid; 85:15 ml) following Orange et al. (2001) . Identification of taxa was done by relevant published literature (Awasthi 1991 (Awasthi , 2007 Upreti 1994; McCarthy 2003; Joshi et al. 2008 Joshi et al. , 2012 Ertz 2009; Lücking et al. 2009 Lücking et al. , 2016a Aptroot 2012; Sharma & Khadikar 2012; Bungartz et al. 2013; Ram 2014; Joseph & Sinha 2015; Joseph et al. 2016 Joseph et al. , 2018 . The nomenclature and classification of lichens were updated following Lücking et al. (2016b) .
RESULTS
The study resulted in the addition of 25 species to the lichen flora of Assam. These species belong to 11 families and 19 genera. A brief taxonomic account of the new records is given below.
1.
Alyxoria Description: Thallus corticolous, crustose, thin to inconspicuous, pale yellow, border line dark brown. Ascomata lirellate, rarely branched, straight to slightly curved, disc slit to exposed, epruinose; excipulum broadly continuous below the hypothecium, 25-40 µm thickened laterally; epihymenium slightly brownish 10-20 µm thick, I+ red; hymenium hyaline, inspersed with minute oil globules, 40-60 µm thick; paraphysoids branched and anastomosing; hypothecium I+ red. Asci clavate, 8-spored, 40-50 µm × 10-15 µm; ascospores hyaline, transversely 7-12-septate, 24.8-35.4 µm × 3.5-3.9 µm, perispore 1-2 µm thick.
Chemistry: Thallus K-, C-, P-, UV-; no lichen substance detected in TLC.
Distribution: India (Assam and Andaman & Nicobar Islands), Africa, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Chagos Archipelago, Colombia, French Guiana, Indonesia, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Solomon Islands, Thailand, The Seychelles, and Venezuela. Description: Thallus corticolous, crustose, thin to inconspicuous, surface smooth, yellowish. Ascomata lirellate, emerged, straight, curved to flexuous, disc slit to exposed, black, epruinose; excipulum broadly continuous below the hypothecium, K+ slightly olivaceous; hypothecium I+ red, KI+ blue; hymenium hyaline, not inspersed; paraphysoids branched and anastomosing. Asci 8-spored; ascospores hyaline, transversely 3-septate, 18-18.5 µm × 2.5-2.9 µm, perispore ca. 1µm thick.
Alyxoria culmigena

4.
Caloplaca Description: Thallus saxicolous, crustose, cracked, areolate to subsquamulose, olivaceous grey, hypothallus black. Ascomata apothecia, numerous, scattered, immersed to sessile, restricted to the centre of the thallus, disc brownish-black, thalline margin smooth, concolorous with the thallus; epihymenium golden brown to brown; hymenium hyaline. Asci 8-spored; ascospores polaribilocular, broadly ellipsoidal, 7.6-11.29 µm × 4-5.2 µm.
Chemistry: Thallus K+ pale yellow, C-, P-, UV-; atranorin detected in TLC.
Distribution: India (Assam and Madhya Pradesh).
5.
Cryptothecia striata G. Thor, Bryologist 31: 278. 1991. (Arthoniaceae) (Image 5a,b).
Specimen examined: LWG 35854, 17.iii.2018, Assam, Nagaon District, Jugijan, Na-Nath Archaeological Site, 26.033°N, 92.774°E, 71m, coll. Rupjyoti Gogoi.
Description: Thallus saxicolous, crustose, greyishwhite, cottony, ecorticate, delimited by a distinct byssoid prothallus of white, radiating hyphae, medulla white. Ascigerous areas in the centre of the thallus, merged into distinct radiating striae. Asci bitunicate, pyriform to globose with a short stalk, ascus 1-spored; ascospores hyaline, ovoid to oblong, muriform, slightly curved, 31.7-40 µm × 12.5-15 µm.
Chemistry: Thallus K-, C+ bright red, P-, UV-; gyrophoric acid detected in TLC.
Distribution: India (Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Assam) and Florida. 
